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Communications Satellite Corporation
Answering the need for better communications
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The first fift een years
Fifteen years ago. on February 1. 1963, Communications Satellite Corporation (COMSAT) was
formed as a privately owned corporation to carry out
a unique and challenging mandate embodied in the
Communications Satellite Act of 1962.
This mandate gave COMSAT the responsibility for
establishing , in conjunction and cooperation with
organizations of other countries , a global commercial
communications satellite system as expeditiously as
practicable.
In looking hack over our short history, we believe
that the chronology of significant events presented
in this booklet demonstrates that our responsibilities
under the Satellite Act have been fulfilled far beyond
the expectations many may have had when the
legislation was enacted.
Membership in INTELSAT. the international body
formed to establish the global satellite system. has
grown from the original eleven countries to more
than 100 countries.
When the EARLY BIRD satellite initiated commercial service in the North Atlantic region in 1965,
only five countries had access to the satellite; today
about 120 countries , territories and possessions are
using global system services full-time.
EARLY BIRD had a capacity to provide only 240
simultaneous telephone calls, or one television channel; today's highly advanced satellites have a capacity
to provide 6.000 telephone calls plus television and

the satellites of the 1980's will have a capacity for
at least 12,000 telephone calls plus television.
Before EARLY BIRD. film of international news
events was carried by plane from country to country:
today more than a billion persons, one out of every
four on earth, can see important events on television
as they happen. Live Via Satellite.
Charges for a phone call from New York to London which were S 12 before EARLY BIRD are now
only five dollars. or less.
All forms of communications-telephone, television, teletypewriter, high speed data and facsimile
-flow simultaneously over more than 550 satellite pathways: a major portion of all international
communications and about two-thirds of all transoceanic communications are going by satellite.
The INTEI.SAT system has revolutionized world
communications, but equally dramatic advances are
being made in U.S. domestic and mobile and
specialized communications services.
The MARISAT System, initiated and managed by
COMSAT'S subsidiary. COMSAT General Corporation,
is now providing maritime satellite communications
service to the U.S. Navy in the Atlantic, Pacific and
Indian Ocean regions, and to the commercial
shipping and offshore industries in the Atlantic and
Pacific regions. And it is planned that commercial
service will be extended to the Indian Ocean region
by mid-1978. Long distance message telephone toll

services in the U.S. are being provided by AT&T and
GTE through COMSAT GENERAL'S COMSTAR satellites. And Satellite Business Systems, a COMSAT
GENERAL partnership with IBM and Aetna Life &
Casualty, plans by 1981 to be providing private
communications networks to businesses, government
agencies and other customers through an all-digital.
switched domestic satellite system using small earth
stations located on the customers' premises.
As expected, we have encountered many difficulties along the way, but we have overcome most of
them and our accomplishments have been impressive. As we mark our Fifteenth Anniversary, we
express our appreciation to our employees, our customers, our shareholders and to those in government
who have been instrumental in molding COMSAT
and its future. We can, indeed, take pride in our
achievements and look to the future with confidence.

JOSEPH \`. CHARYK

President
_W

c

JOSEPH H. MCCONNEI 1.
Chairman of the Board
of Directors
January 3, 1978
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The ultimate result will be to encourage and facilitate
world trade, education, entertainment and many
kinds of professional. political and personal discourses which are essential to healthy human
relationships and international understanding.
lolls F. KENNEDY

August 1962

PRELITIW
Public Law 87-624
87th Congress, H. R. 11040

August 31, 1962
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TITLE 1- SHORT TITLE, DECLARATION OF POLICY AND
DF,FINITIONci

Sec. 101 Th is he. may be cited as de "communications Satellite co.a:ctcasi n
sass. an
Act of 1911 " .

Sec. 101 . ( a) The Con g ress hereby declares that it is llw pobcy of
the United States to e.iahliah , tai conjunction and in cooperation with
other countries , as eapeditiou . ly as procurable is commercial rnmmuni
anon, satellite system, a. part of an improved global cone nuluration.
network, which will be regwnsn' e to public needs and list icoal ob.
jertivea, w hich will serve the communication needs of the United
States and other counties . and which will contribute to world peace
and understanding
(hl Tle new and espauded telecoeimunlcation srrnrn are to be
m de • table a plonlply a ppoo esible and are to be extended to pro de global coverage at t)t. earliwa practicable date In eN.tuatws
this program , can and attention will be directed toward providing
such sets s to ecaamrcally Ias developed countrwa arms a
well as those more highly developed , toward &sent and economical
ise of the electron tgnetic frequency s rum, and toward the reAec
Lion of the bem6ts of this new technology in both quality of ,wire.
and charge . for such esrnre.
(c) In order to facilitate this development and to provide for the
widest posslb ' e participation by private enterprise , United State,
participation in the global system shall be in the form of a private
corporation , subject to upproprate governmental regulation. It is
the intent of l ong
^(rem that nil authorized own shall have tiondln rim.
naiory acres to th. system : that mnzimum competition be maintained
the provision of equipment and services utilized by th. syslern; that
the corporation crested under Ih,s Art be so organiz ed and operated
.,to maintain and Snngthen competition in the pro ainn of comma
Oat on. wroitwi India pubh .; and tlut the act. itistof the corponttn, created under this Act and of the persons or ompaness panlcipp aatng In the ownership of the corporst ion shall be consistent with the
Federal antitrust I.(d) It is not the intent of Congress by this Act to preclude the use
of tie -mu. cite .', satellite system for domrstr communication
nerv,ces where co-,tent wide the prom lsions of this, Act nor to prei lode, the creator of additior , nl conimiui I'll 1 0111 satellna . enema, if
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August 27, 1962 --Congress completed its passage
of the Communications Satellite Act of 1962. which
set forth a national policy for the establishment of a
satellite system in cooperation with other nations.
The Satellite Act authorized a new, private company
to be formed to represent the United States in the
satellite system. That company is COMSAT.
The responsibility of Congress did not end with
passage of the Act; relevant committees of Congress
have a continuing interest in how the objectives of
the Act are implemented.
August 31 , 1962-The Satellite Act became law
when President John F. Kennedy signed it in a White
House ceremony attended by sponsors and supporters of the legislation. The President of the United
States and the Executive Department were given
special responsibilities for overseeing the implementation of the national policy set forth in the Act, and
the President was directed to report annually to
Congress on activities and accomplishments under
the Act.
October 4. 1962-The Incorporators of the Corporation were nominated by President Kennedy. and
given recess appointments on October 15. 1962. with
responsibility for directing the initial activities of the
Corporation. The Incorporators became the first
Board of Directors, serving until the shareholders
elected a Board at the First Annual Meeting. Their
nominations by President Kennedy were confirmed
by the Senate.
Those who served as Incorporators and their
occupations at the time were Beardsley Graham.
President. Spindletop Research, Inc.. Lexington, Ky.:
Philip L. Graham, President. The Washington Post.
Washington, D.C.; John T. Connor, President,
Merck & Co., Rahway, N.J.; George T. Feldman,
Vice President and Counsel, Mastan Co.. New York,
N.Y.; Sam Harris. Attorney, New York. N.Y.; Edgar
F. Kaiser. President, Kaiser Industries Corporation,
Oakland. Calif.: David M. Kennedy, Chairman,
Continental Illinois National Bank and Trust Company of Chicago, Ill.: George Killion, President,
American President Lines, San Francisco, Calif.;
Byrne Litschgi, Attorney, Tampa. Fla.: Leonard H.
Marks, Attorney, Washington, D.C.: Bruce G.
Sundlun, Attorney. Providence. R.I.. and Washington, D.C.: Sidney J. Weinberg, Partner, Goldman,
Sachs & Co.. New York. N.Y.; and Leonard Woodcock, Vice President, UAW-CIO, Detroit, Mich.
The Incorporators held their first meeting on
October 22, 1962,
COMSAT. under the provisions of the Satellite Act
and as a U. S. communications common carrier, is
subject to regulation by the Federal Communications Commission. Thus. from the beginning the
Commission has had a statutory role in the implementation of the national policy for satellite comnlunications services.
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The unders igned, as Superintendent or Corporations of the
Dl.triot Of Comb! ., hereby certifies that duplicate originals
of Articles of lneorporltloe for the incorporate an of Ceseun1catlons Satellite Corpor . tlon, pursuant to the provisions of
the Co.wunle . tions Satellite Act of 1962 , duly signed end
verified pursuant to the provisions of the District of Coluabta
Punlnene Cc rpor. tlon Act of June 8, : Y , .e inmat e , hive beer.
:--d Sr, this office and are found to ..n..:r .: lee.

ACCOIDINODY , the undersigned , As such Superintendent or

February 1, 1963 -The Communications Satellite
Corporation ( COMSAT ) was officially born with the
issuance of its Certificate of Incorporation by the
Superintendent of Corporations for the District of
Columbia.
COMS .AT's Articles of Incorporation were adopted
on January 29, 1963, and transmitted to the
President of the United States . President Kennedy
approved them on January 31 and returned them to
the Incorporators , along with an opinion by Attorney
General Robert F. Kennedy . who advised that the
Articles were not inconsistent with any provisions of
the Communications Satellite Act.
Later in the month a $5 million line of credit with
commercial banks for COMSATr's start-up costs was
approved by the FCC.
February 15, 1963-For its first headquarters,
COMSA r leased Tregaron, a large Northwest
Washington home formerly owned by Joseph E.
Davies. U.S. Ambassador to Moscow during World
War II.
COMSAT occupied Tregaron until November 1964
when it moved its headquarters to an office building
at 1900 L Street, N.W., in downtown Washington.
At the same time, COMSAT established its technical
staff and its initial satellite control center in an office
building at 2100 L Street, N.W.
In June 1968 the headquarters and technical staff
were moved to the COMSAT Building at L'Enfant
Plaza in Southwest Washington. The building contains a permanent Spacecraft Technical Control
Center (STCC) and an Operations Center. While
the STCC is responsible for command and control of
the satellites, the Operations Center supervises and
monitors traffic routings for the global satellite
system.

Corporations , and by virtue or the authority vest" in his by
ice, hereby issues this Certificate of incorporation or Con3Sate11/te Corporation she attaches hereto e
duplicate original of the Articles of ID<o rpor.t ion.

Dated
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March 10 . 1963 The Board of Directors formally
elected the two principal officers of the Corporation.
The first Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of
the Corporation was Leo D. Welch, a former Chairman of the Board of the Standard Oil Company
(New Jersey). Dr. Joseph V. Charyk, the first
President, earlier served as Under Secretary of the
Air Force after wide experience in industry and on
university faculties.
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LEO D. WELCH
1962-1961

Chairman a/ the Board and C7del Executive Officer
1961-!965

JOSEPH V. CHAR\K
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JAMES MCCORMACK JOSEPH H. MCCONNELL
Chao,pna, of the Board and Chie! Executive Officer
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Age
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April 16, 1964-COMSAT awarded its first hardware
contract, an order to Hughes Aircraft Company for
an experimental-operational satellite to test the
feasibility of synchronous orbits for commercial
communications satellites. The contract also provided
for a backup in case the first satellite should be a
failure.
Later the satellite was named Early Bird and still
later was designated as INTELSAT L As events would
prove, the Early Bird program was a resounding
success.

196 4

June 2, 1964-CoMSAT's initial stock issue was
oversubscribed the first day. It consisted of 10
million shares at $20 a share. Net proceeds to
COMSAT were about $196 million.
Under provisions of the Satellite Act, half of this
stock (Series I) was sold to the public in a manner
encouraging the widest possible distribution to the
American public. A nationwide group of 385
underwriting firms offered the shares to the public.
The result was over 130,000 individual shareholders of record.
The other half of the stock (Series II) was sold to
163 communications common carriers. which had
been authorized by the Federal Communications
Commission to hold shares. (In the years following
the stock offering, most of the carriers sold their shares
to the public and by 1977 they held less than one percent of the total shares outstanding. The largest carrier sale occurred in 1973 when American Telephone
and Telegraph Company sold its 2,895,750 shares in
a public offering.)
On September 8, 1964, COMSAT shares (ticker
symbol: CO) were listed on the New York, Midwest
and Pacific Stock Exchanges.
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August 20, 1964-The International Teleconununications Satellite Consortium (INTELSAT) , a unique

parnership for progress, was created as a result of
two international agreements opened for signature
in Washington. D. C. Under the international agreements for interim arrangements for INTELSAT,

COMSAT was designated Manager on behalf of the
member nations.
The number of member-nations increased each
year and exceeded 100 in 1977.
September 17, 1964-The first annual meeting of
COMSAT shareholders was held. The initial Board of
Directors was succeeded by a Board comprising 12
directors elected by the shareholders and three
appointed by the President of the United States
with the advice and consent of the Senate. Of the 12
elected directors, six ( Series I) were elected by the
public shareholders and six (Series II) were elected
by the carrier shareholders.

K

October 10 , 1964-At the request of the United
States Government, COh1sAT coordinated the
arrangements for televising the 1964 Olympic
ceremonies from Tokyo live to the United States via
NASA's experimental satellite SYNCOM iii and the
U. S. Navy earth station at Point Mugu, California,
modified by COMSAT for the event. This service
heralded the new era to be opened 81/2 months later
when Early Bird began commercial operation.
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Agreementon Satell ites 18 NATIONS T JOIN
Announced Via Syncom IN SATELLITE PLAN

13 Nations, Vatican City
Agree to Comsat Deal
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The orbiting satellites herald a new day in world
communications . For telephone, message, data
and television, new pathways in the sky are being
developed . They are sky trails to progress in
cornnrerce , business, trade, and in relationships and
understanding among peoples. Understanding among
peoples is a precondition for a better and more
peaceful world. The objectives of the United States
are to provide orbital messengers , not onh' of words,
speech. and pictures. but of thought and hope.
. JOHNSO
N
LYNOON B
March 1965
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EARLY BIRD ORBITAL DYNAMICS

April 6, 1965-When Early Bird, the world's first
commercial communications satellite, was launched
from Cape Kennedy, a new communications era
began. The event marked the first step toward a
worldwide network of satellites linking peoples of
many nations. Early Bird was the only mode of
live transatlantic television, and it increased by
nearly two-thirds the telephone capacity across the
Atlantic.
Early Bird was emplaced in synchronous orbit
22,300 miles over the coast of Brazil by control
signals transmitted from the Andover, Maine. Earth
Station on command from the COMSAT Control
Center in Washington, D.C. Vice President Hubert
H. Humphrey watched the launch on a TV screen at
COMSAT Headquarters in Washington.
Command and control of Early Bird and later
satellites was exercised by the Spacecraft Technical
Control Center. The Operations Center supervises
and monitors traffic routings for the global satellite
system.
In the United States and abroad, public and press
intcrc,t in the launch v.as inters.
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May 12, 1965-In an interim decision, the Federal
Communications Commission awarded to COMSAT
the sole responsibility for the design, construction
and operation of three initial U.S. earth stations for
international communications.
This decision applied to the earth station at
Andover, Maine, which was being ]eased by COMSAT
from the American Telephone and Telegraph
Company. and the proposed stations at Paumalu.
Hawaii, and Brewster, Washington. On August
29 CoMSA r and AT&T signed an agreement for the
sale of the Andover station to COMSAT.

TOT N1.1 THE 000000 NR 7w11

TOTTOl Im 0.00000 OMP-a -°.
!.-

ft

WA)

eE"3 1 1 77.01!
AAOOR 2 4104. I07
MAN XOT 6701
Rameft 4001
RAMIOIT 1710
EUMOPE MOY I 1 o f

COMSAT
CONTROL

fig DAILY A NsEWS

7'

tIk ^:L1

NNW

'TALKING STAR

fa./Y Rud S'
atc!!!Et
Rclayr a T [' Sr
Rr/
n a S'u,p,iTC T•S

I

AN STATION SENDS
SIGNALSRTO SPACECRAFT;
- HANDLES TELEVISION WELL

Ear ly Bird settles
into its nest
22,300
2, miles high

w

o'b'" tot
a,lYBT

elb°hjt

lL° , +'" :✓

`Pa .PhonRSat. Uitr
Racing Info Petition

D, fit

oh

ClaTin

^

I^

i^ ; ^; ^

C

;

aj

r ; pj1

•;

R

5

EARLYBIRDCElS^
EXCELLERl'MARR

?

Film
[f lqp^ - . _

Iant0eke, ,..,.,,^

,j`^ ^2 /na^^^Mfl^jD

^

^ d9^^rf[tlrf f

Una Nueva Cosmovision 6^ p

^ ' ,..: OpLt /es *s31
^. 4 _.ainUUlCa^W
, 10 4 2 J T ` +
/S
2

A^tr'S/RO

'i;••. TR.T

...
T ^o s q
...

..

..

......

a

1°^ ;:e..

.n. .".':.`

.: ^o ^`.

TEMPORARY SERVICE
X ................ r. ue.P

June 18, 1965 -During a transatlantic submarine
cable outage. Early Bird was used to restore service,
the first such use of a satellite. Restoration of cable
service via the satellite system increased in the years
following Early Bird.

June 28, 1965 -High government officials in the
United States and Europe exchanged greetings via
Early Bird in a transatlantic ceremony introducing
commercial service. Participants in the early transmissions included British Prime Minister Wilson,
Canadian Prime Minister Pearson, West German
Chancellor Erhard, President Johnson, former President Eisenhower and Field Marshal Viscount
Montgomery, Senator Warren G. Magnuson, and E.
William Henry, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission.
Before its inauguration Early Bird had successfully demonstrated television, voice and facsimile
transmission.
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November 15, 1965 -To provide early communications support for the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration's Apollo moon-landing
program, COMSAT awarded a contract to Hughes
Aircraft Company for the INTELSAT it satellites.
The INTELSAT tt series of satellites provided
worldwide communications services associated with
the early Apollo missions, as well as other commercial services. COMSAT also procured three transportable earth stations to be used as links in
providing the Apollo services. Also, NASA established shipboard antennas for the relay of Apollo
data via satellite.

November 14, 1965 Ground-breaking ceremonies
were held for the Brewster. Washington, Earth
Station. The station entered commercial service on
December 8. 1966.
Among the officials who attended the groundbreaking were Sen. Warren G. Magnuson. Sen.
Henry M. Jackson, Rep. Thomas S. Foley, all of
Washington State , and COMSAT Chairman James
McCormack.

December 27, 1965 -Ground-breaking ceremonies
were held for the Paumalu. I lawaii, Earth Station.
At the groundbreaking ceremony were Sen. Daniel
K. Inouye. Rep. Patsy T. Mink. Lt. Gov. William
Richardson of Hawaii, Douglas S. Guild. President
of Hawaiian Telephone Company and a COMSAT
director, and James McCormack, Chairman of
COMSAT. The station entered commercial service
on December 8, 1966.

June 23 , 1966-Co,,tsAT as Manager for INTELSAT
awarded a contract to TRW Systems, Inc. for six
INTELSAT III satellites to establish the initial global
system.
The first launch was planned for 1968. These
satellites were to provide five times the power of
the INTELSAT It satellites. sufficient capacity to
transmit television without relinquishment of circuits
for voice service. and full multiple access capability.

1966
COMPONENT ARRANGEMENT OF INTELSAT I II

August 1 , 1966-In its first of several formal
proposals for U.S. domestic satellite services.
COMSAT asked the FCC for authority to establish
a multipurpose service that would meet the needs of
a wide range of communications users in the United
States,
October 26 , 1966-During the launch of the first
INTELSAT 11 satellite. the apogee motor malfunctioned and synchronous orbit was not attained.
All communications equipment aboard the
satellite functioned normally. From its elliptical
orbit, the satellite provided limited commercial
service, including live TV transmission between the
U.S. Mainland and Hawaii and temporary telephone
circuits between these points.
Among the commercial services provided by the
satellite was television of a Notre Dame-Michigan
State football game, the first live TV between the
U.S. Mainland and Hawaii.

COMPONENT ARRANGEMENT OF INTELSAT I I
L . =

December 3, 1966-The tracking, telemetry and
command station at Paumalu entered service. This
was the first specialized TT&C facility in the INTELSAT System. It was followed by five similar facilities
-at Fucino. Italy. Andover. Maine: Carnarvon,
Australia; Tangua, Brazil: and Zamengoe.
Cameroon.
December 7, 1966-The FCCauthorized COMSAT
to construct and operate three additional U.S. earth
stations at Etam, West Virginia; C'ayey, Puerto
Rico; and Jameshurg, California. At the same time,
the FCC reduced COMSAT'S ownership interest in the
U.S. stations from 100 percent to 50 percent. with
the remaining 50 percent to be divided variously
among other U.S. international carriers.
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January 11, 1967-The second INTELSAT It satellite
was successfully launched and emplaced in synchronous orbit. It provided the first full-time satellite
service over the Pacific.
January 26, 1967-Ceremonies in Washington and
Tokyo inaugurating commercial satellite service
between the United States and Japan were televised
live between the two capitals. Those who participated included Sen. Warren G. Magnuson, Chairman
of the Senate Commerce Committee; Rosel H. Hyde,
Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission; Rep. Harley O. Staggers, Chairman of the
House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee;
COMSAT Chairman James McCormack in Washington; and COMSAT President Joseph V. Charyk in
Tokyo.
March 22 , 1967-The third INTELSAT II satellite was
successfully launched, then positioned in synchronous orbit over the Atlantic Ocean.
As with all other INTELSAT missions, launch
services were provided by the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration to COMSAT as Manager
for INTELSAT. Each of the launches took place at the
Air Force's Eastern Test Range at Cape Kennedy,
Florida.
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April 4, 1967 -ComSAT substantially reduced its
rates for telephone and television service by either
Early Bird or the Atlantic INTELSAT 11 satellite
between the United States and Western Europe.
May 1, 1967 - Pursuant to a Federal Communications Commission order, COMSAT commenced
full commercial operations. a sign that its developmental stages were behind, and began conventional
accounting practices.
September 18, 1967 -The first live transoceanic
telecast to the home country of a visiting head of
state took place upon the arrival at the White House
of President Saragat of Italy.
The telecast also was the formal inaugural
television program from the United States to the
new, second antenna at the Fucino, Italy, Earth
Station.
In addition to President Johnson and President
Saragat , those present for the event included Secretary of State Dean Rusk; Sen. John 0. Pastore.
Chairman of the Communications Subcommittee of
the Senate Conmerce Committee; and COMSAT
Chairman James McCormack.
September 27, 1967-The fourth INTELSAT 11
satellite was successfully launched and put into
Pacific service on November 4. providing a second
full-time satellite in that region.
This was the third consecutive successful Series it
launch following a failure of the first satellite in the
series to achieve synchronous orbit.
This also was the fifth consecutive successful
mission for INTELSAT by a Delta vehicle. The
Delta'. j crformed satisfactorily on the Early Bird
launch and cacti of the Series n launches.
December 31, 1967-For the fourth quarter of the
year, COMSAT realized a net operating profit for the
first time. Before then, COMSAT had lost money on
satellite operations, although it had realized net
income because of income from temporary cash
investments.
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The role of communications is not limited to
commercial use. It must also provide a "network
for knowledge" so that all peoples can share the
scientific, educational, and cultural advances of
this planet. Failure to reach these goals can only
contribute to apathy, ignorance, poverty and despair
in a very large part of the world. Success in our
telecommunications policies can be a critical link
in our search for the understanding and tolerance
from which peace springs. Communication by
satellite is a tool-one of the most promising which
mankind has had thus far-to attain this end. We
must use it wisely and well.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON
April 1968

September 18, 1968-The first launch attempt in
the INTELSAT iii series was unsuccessful. The launch
vehicle was destroyed on command from the range
safety officer when it veered out of control during the
first stage firing.

1968
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October 18 , 1968-A contract for the manufacture
of the INTELSAT Iv satellites was awarded to Hughes
Aircraft Company, with a provision for extensive
foreign participation in the subcontracts. These
advanced, fourth-generation satellites were designed
to provide up to five times the capacity of the
INTEI.SAT III's and meet global system requirements
through the first half of the 1970's.

December 1. 1968 -The 97-foot antenna at the
Jamesburg, California, Earth Station, began commercial operation with a Pacific satellite handling
all forms of overseas communications-multichannel telephone. telegraph. data. facsimile and
television.

December 1 , 1968-Another major step during
1968 was the completion of a second large (97-foot
diameter) antenna at the Paumalu, Hawaii. station.
The new antenna, together with the earlier 85-foot
antenna and the 42-foot antenna for TT&C, made
Paumalu the largest earth station in the world at
that time.

December 18. 1968 -The second i% i ELSAJ tit
launch was successful and the satellite was put into
service over the Atlantic Ocean. These satellites,
with five time.,, the capacity of the INTELSAT it's were
the first designed expressly for global service.

Among the expanded services provided by the
satellite system during 1968 were TV coverage of
the Winter and Summer Olympics. the Presidential
inauguration and Project Apollo.

1969
January 6. 1969 -The Etam. West Virginia, Earth
Station entered service. At a dedication held earlier
Rep. Harley O. Staggers was the speaker. The new
station was equipped with a 97-foot diameter
antenna for optimum capability.
January 25, 1969 -The Cayey, Puerto Rico. Earth
Station entered service . At a dedication held earlier
Luis Ferre . Governor of Puerto Rico. was the main
speaker . He and James McCormack . COMSAT
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer , cut the
ceremonial ribbon.
February 5. 1969 --The third INTEI.SAT III satellite
was successfully launched, positioned in synchronous
orbit and placed in commercial service over the
Pacific Ocean on February 16.
Five more ttt's were launched later in 1969 and in
1970. Of the eight satellites launched in the tnTEt.SAT m series. five were placed in regular service, one
failed to achieve transfer orbit due to a launch
vehicle malfunction, and two failed to achieve
synchronous orbit due to a malfunction during
apogee motor firing.
The launch vehicle used for the INTELSAT III was
the Long Tani. Delta, an improved version, with a
greater payload capability, of the vehicle used for
Early Bird and the IN rt_rs•.T ii satellites.
7
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February 24, 1969 -The International Conference
on Definitive Arrangements for INTCI.sAT convened
in Washington. D. C., then adjourned on March 21
while its work was carried forward by a preparatory
committee. The international conference was
attended by representatives of virtually all of the 68
nations then in INTELSAT plus observers from several
other nation..s.
July 1 . 1969 -Full global coverage was established
when an INTELSAT ill satellite over the Indian Ocean
began commercial service. This was the first satellite
service in the Indian Ocean region.
The Indian Ocean satellite was the INTELSAT in,
F-3, which had been launched for Pacific service on
February 5. 1969. It was repositioned over the
Indian Ocean after the Ill, F-4 began Pacific service.
September 8, 1969-The COMSAT Laboratories at
Clarksburg, Maryland, were completed and occupied by a staff of about 300 persons. half of them
professional scientists and engineers. At the
Laboratories. Coros.ar is engaged in a broad range
of research and development projects to advance the
technology of satellite communications.
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July 20, 1969-Satellite television coverage of the
Apollo I I moon-landing mission made it the most
widely viewed event in history. Neil Armstrong's first
steps on the moon were an historic milestone in the
U.S. space program. Television coverage of the
Apollo I I mission was seen throughout the world.
live via satellite.
In addition, the satellite system provided vital
communications support services to the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration throughout
the Apollo program.

On Jul Y 20. 1969, from the Oral Office in the White
House. / spoke hi- telephone with :Veil Armstrong
and Edwin 4ldr•in on the surface of the Moon. This
historic event was sinuchuneou,slr televised to the
world through the medium of conrmurricatioils
satellites ... The Communications Satellite Act
speaks of the couurihution to he made to "world
peace and understanding" by a commercial contnuatications satellite system. Just as this technology
has enabled men to speak to each other across the
boundary of outer space, so. I ant convinced. satellite
emminuorican.on.s will in future )years help men to

understand one another better across boundaries of
political. linguistic and social nature. World peace
and understanding are goals worthy of this new and
exciting means of communication.
Ru H{ku Nixon
Fchruarn I970
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May 12, 1970-CotstsAT submitted another in a
series of proposals for a satellite system to provide
aeronautical communications service to the Federal
Aviation Administration and the airline industry.
June 21. 1970-The World Cup soccer matches in
Mexico City ended after three weeks of play during
which the satellite system transmitted more than 500
half-channel hours to a worldwide audience. This
service illustrated the worldwide demand for live
coverage of major sports events, a demand which
the satellite system is meeting with hundreds of TV
transmissions a year.
July 1, 1970- Commercial service was begun at the
ncsv Bartlett Earth Station at Talkeetna, Alaska.
The Bartlett station, with a 98-foot antenna, was one
of the fourth generation of earth stations. Each
generation was characterized by better performance,
wider bandwidth, lower cost and simpler operation
and maintenance.
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October 16 , 1970- Increases in revenues, net
operating income and net income permitted the
Board of Directors to declare COMSAT'S first quarterly dividend of 121/2 cents per share. The quarterly
rate was increased to 14 cents in 1972. 17 cents in
1973, 20 cents in January 1974, 25 cents in July
1974 and 35 cents in October 1977.

October 19 , 1970-In another proposal to the FCC.
Conts \'r applied for authority to establish a
domestic satellite system to provide leased capacity
to American Telephone and Telegraph Company
and followed , in 1971, with an application for a
separate Co%ISAT multipurpose system to serve users
other than AT&T.

January 25, 1971 -Global satellite capability was
greatly expanded with the first launch of an INTEi-SAT Iv satellite, which was placed in service over the
Atlantic Ocean on March 26.
In an average communications configuration, each
of the iv's provides about 4,000 telephone circuits
plus capacity for simultaneous television.
Like their predecessors in the INTELSAT system
the tv's are in synchronous equatorial orbit. The
launch vehicle for the iv's was the Atlas-Centaur, a
larger, higher-capacity vehicle than those of the
Delta series used in all previous I\TEI S\T launches.

August 6, 1971 -NICATELsAT, a joint venture with
the Government of Nicaragua, was established to
build and operate an earth station and to handle
Nicaragua's overseas international communications.
The standard earth station near Managua, Nicaragua, was completed at the end of 1972 and put into
commercial service. COMSAT GENERAL. owns 49 percent of NICATELSAT and provides technical, training
and operational services under contract to
NICATF.ISAT.
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August 20, 1971 -The agreements for definitive
arrangements for INTF.LSAT were opened for signature. The U.S. was among the first to sign.
The arrangements were to enter into force 60 days
after the agreement had been adhered to by twothirds (54) of the 80 governments which were
parties to the interim agreement as of August 20,
1971.
On behalf of the U.S., Joseph V. Charyk, COMSAT
President, and William P. Rogers, Secretary of State,
signed the definitive agreements at the Department
of State.

December 19, 1971-The second INTELSAT iv was
launched successfully and placed in service over the
Atlantic Ocean on February 19. This satellite and
the first Atlantic Iv provided a combined capacity of
about 10,000 telephone circuits across the Atlantic.
They replaced the INTELSAT ui satellites in that
region.

Among the service highlights of 1971 was the dedication on December 3. 1971, of the Scandinavian
earth station at Tanum, Sweden. The dedication
included the first transatlantic picture telephone
transmission. Via satellite two grandparents in
Sweden saw their grandchild in the United States (at
CoMSAT for the occasion) for the first time. Dr.
Joseph V. Charyk also spoke to dignitaries at the
Scandinavian earth station via picturephone.
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1972
In the relatively short span of seven years, comnnmication by satellite has changed the world forever. We
now live, in one very real sense, much closer to other
peoples and to faraway events. The fast-developing
science of satellite communications must rate as
one of the trite marvels of the 20th century-a
technological triumph that is bringing greater
understanding to a world badly in need of closer
ties and deeper insights ... I am certain that the
Congress will share my fascination and satisfaction
with the speed in which participation in satellite
communications is spreading across the world as a
new and constructive force among nations and
peoples.
RICIIARn NIXON

April 1972

February 20, 1972 -President Richard Nixon
arrived in Peking for his historic visit to the
People's Republic of China. The satellite communications coverage of the President's visit included
television, news photo and news dispatch transmissions . These were transmitted from temporary
antennas installed in Peking and Shanghai to an
INTEL.SAT tv satellite over the Pacific Ocean and
thence to the Jameshurg, California, Earth Station
for distribution in the United States and relay to
other countries.
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January 15,1972 -A new standard antenna went
into service at the Andover, Maine, Earth Station,
replacing the 10-year-old radome-covered horn
antenna that had been built for Telstar experiments
and later modified for commercial service. Similar
second antennas were planned for Andover and
Etam, West Virginia. to increase capability for U.S.
transatlantic satellite communications.
January 22. 1972-The third launch in the INTra.sAT
iv series resulted in the emplacement of one of these
advanced, high-capacity satellites over the Pacific
Ocean.
March 1 , 1972-Hearings began in the COMSAT rate
case before the Federal Communications Commission, following the submission of voluminous
COMSAT testimony.
May 15 ,1972-COMSAT and the Cunard Line completed a two-month experiment which successfully
demonstrated satellite communications between ship
and shore. COMSAT installed a small antenna and
associated equipment on the top deck of the liner
Queen Elizabeth 2. Through an INTELSAT iv satellite over the Atlantic Ocean, voice and data communications were transmitted between the Queen
Elizabeth 2 at sea and COMSAT Laboratories at
Clarksburg. Maryland.
May 22 , 1972 -President Richard Nixon arrived
in Moscow for the first visit by an American
President to the Soviet Union. As with the President's
visit to China. the satellite system transmitted
television coverage of the visit to a worldwide
audience.
On the China visit, the TV programming entered
the satellite system via transportable antennas almost
at the point of origin. On the Russian visit, the
programming was relayed almost 2,000 miles via
terrestrial facilities to the West German earth station
at Raisting before entering the satellite system.
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June 13, 1972-The fourth launch in the INTELSAT
iv series was successful, just as the first three had
been. The satellite was placed in service over the
Indian Ocean. completing global coverage by the
Iv's.
September 8, 1972-COMSAT made a new proposal
for U.S. domestic services as the Federal Communications Commission proceeding for the authorization
of domestic systems continued. COMSAT requested
the FCC to authorize COMSAT's participation in two
domestic systems-(1) a system of satellites for
lease to American Telephone and Telegraph Company as proposed earlier by COMSAT, and (2) a
multipurpose system for nationwide services to be
jointly owned by COMSAT, Lockheed Aircraft Corporation and MCI Communications Corporation.
September 10, 1972 Satellite television coverage of
the 20th Olympic Games in Munich. Germany, in
late August and early September set a record for
such coverage of a special event. All four INTELSAT
iv satellites were used in transmitting 1,023 halfchannel hours of TV coverage to earth stations in 33
countries. The countries ordering the greatest
volume of coverage were Mexico, the United States
and Iran. in that order.
December 12 , 1972-With ratification by Jamaica,
the number of nations approving the INTELSAT
definitive arrangements increased to 54. the number
necessary for the arrangements to enter into force
60 days thereafter.
December 22, 1972-In it major policy decision, the
FC(' approved CoMSAT's proposed domestic
systems-a system of COMSAT satellites for lease to
American Telephone and Telegraph Company and
a separate. multipurpose domestic satellite system to
be established through a joint venture of COMSAT,
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation and MCI Communications Corporation.

19'73
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January 9, 1973-COMSAT General Corporation
was established as a wholly owned subsidiary to
carry out those programs and activities of COMSAT
not related to the global system.
Subsequently COMSAT GENERAI. joined with MCI
Communications Corporation and Lockheed Aircraft Corporation to form CML Satellite Corporation to provide U.S. domestic communications
satellite services to customers other than AT&T.

February 1, 1973-COMSAT Laboratories installed
an eight-foot diameter antenna aboard the hospital
ship S.S. Hope to demonstrate the feasibility of using
satellites for high quality communications with vessels
operating in remote regions. When the ship was
anchored in port at Maceio. Brazil, the small antenna
was used to exchange diagnostic data via satellite
with the Medical Center of the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda, Maryland.
In March COMSAT installed a 15-foot diameter
antenna on the lawn of the Sheraton Park Hotel in
Washington. D.C. during the annual meeting of the
National Association of Broadcasters to give the first
public demonstration of the digital transmission of
television via satellite.
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February 12, 1973-The definitive arrangements
for INTELSAT entered into force, superseding the
interim arrangements of 1964 which established
INTELSAT as a consortium of countries. Under the
new agreements, INTELSAT, the International Telecommunications Satellite Organization, assumed
legal personality and ownership of the satellites of the
global system and related ground control facilities.
Today, COMSAT continues to represent the U.S. in
INTELSAT and to hold the largest investment share;
COMSAT also is providing technical and operational
services to INTELSAT under a Management Services
Contract which extends through February 11, 1979.
The INTELSAT organization includes an Executive
Organ, headed by a Director General, responsible to
a Board of Governors. INTELSAT has an Assembly of
Parties (composed of representatives of all member
governments), and a Meeting of Signatories (composed of representatives of the governments or their
designated telecommunications entities). Representation in the Board of Governors is based on a member's investment share in INTELSAT which, in turn, is
determined by its percentage of the total use of the
global system. Representation in the Assembly of
Parties and the Meeting of Signatories is on a onecountry, one-vote basis.

March 1 , 1973-The U.S. Navy awarded a contract
to COMSAT GENERAL for maritime satellite communications services in the Atlantic and Pacific
Ocean regions through the proposed "MARISAT
System." Although the contract provided for two
years of service to the Navy, it gave the Navy the
option to extend the period of service.
On May 23, COMSAT GENERAL awarded a contract to Hughes Aircraft Company for the manufacture of three multifrequency satellites, each with a
design life of five years, to serve the Navy and the
commercial shipping and offshore industries.
Early in 1976, the MARISAT System became a joint
venture Of COMSAT GENERAL, RCA Global Communications, Inc., Western Union International, Inc.,
and ITT World Communications Inc. COMSAT
GENERAL holds an 86.29 percent interest in the joint
venture and manages the MARISAT System.

April 27, 1973-A contract was awarded to
Hughes Aircraft Company for the construction of
three 6,000-circuit INTELSAT IV-A satellites to be
delivered beginning in 1975. (Later the number of
satellites ordered was increased to six.) Designed to
meet the traffic requirements of the global system
in the latter half of the 1970's, each INTELSAT IV-A
satellite would have a communications capacity
about two-thirds greater than an INTELSAT Iv.
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August 23 , 1973-The fifth INTELSAT Iv satellite
was launched and placed in service on November 21
as a Major Path satellite in the Atlantic Ocean
region. A Major Path satellite connects those earth
stations carrying a large volume of communications.
Another INTELSAT Iv satellite, serving as the Atlantic
Primary Path satellite, connects all earth stations of
the global system in the region.

September 14, 1973-COMSAT GENERAL awarded
a contract to Hughes Aircraft Company for the construction of four COMSTAR satellites whose capacity
COMSAT GENERAL had agreed to lease to AT&T for
U.S. domestic communications. Three of the satellites were to be used in orbit and the fourth as an onthe-ground spare. The COMSTAR satellites would
incorporate an advanced technique, known as crosspolarization, which would significantly enlarge their
communications capacity. They would also carry
powerful beacons to conduct experiments in the 19
and 28 gigahertz frequencies for use in communications systems of the future.

November 28, 1973-COMSAT GENERAL awarded a
contract to Philco-Ford Corporation for the construction of earth stations at Southbury, Connecticut, and
Santa Paula, California. Each station would have a
42-foot and a 34-foot diameter antenna to provide
MARISAT communications services and tracking, telemetry and command services in support of both the
MIARISAT and COMSTAR satellites.

December 19, 1973-In connection with the transfer
from the global system to a domestic satellite system
of the communications satellite traffic between
Alaska and the contiguous 48 states, COMSAT sold
its Bartlett Earth Station in Alaska to RCA Alaska
Communications, Inc. The Bartlett station had been
serving Alaska through the INTELSAT system since
July 1970. The FCC had provided for the transfer
of contiguous 48 states-other U.S. points satellite
traffic to domestic satellite facilities in a 1972 policy
decision.
Pursuant to the FCC policy decision, satellite
traffic between the mainland and Hawaii subsequently would be transferred from the global system and,
in anticipation of a similar transfer of mainlandPuerto Rico traffic, COMSAT would agree to sell its
50 percent ownership interest in the Cayey, Puerto
Rico, Earth Station to All America Cables & Radio,
Inc., a subsidiary of ITT.

1974

January 21 , 1974 -CosmSAT introduced a new digital, demand-assigned satellite service, known as
SPADE, for voice communications in the Atlantic
Ocean region. SPADE made satellite service available
for the first time on an "as-needed" rather than on a
preassigned basis. A country could now "call-up"
another when desired without establishing a full-time
circuit. SPADE was also the first international digital
voice communications service.

February 15, 1974-COMSAT significantly reduced
its charges for U.S. mainland-Hawaii service through
the Pacific Ocean INTELSAT satellite by leasing the
capacity of an entire transponder to its customers
for this service rather than continuing to provide it
on a per-circuit basis. The lower charges for transponder service enabled COMSAT to retain the mainland-Hawaii traffic in the global system until July
1976 when this traffic was transferred to a domestic
satellite.

May 30 , 1974-COMSAT GENERAL awarded a contract to Scientific Atlanta . Inc. for small ( four-foot
diameter ) antennas to equip commercial ships and
offshore vessels for communications through the
MIARIS \ I satellites.

July 15 , 1974-Following withdrawals by MCI
Communications Corporation and Lockheed Aircraft Corporation from CML Satellite Corporation,
COMSAT, COMSAT GENERAL, CML and IBM Corporation filed with the FCC a joint petition for approval
to restructure CML as a COMSAT GENERAL./IBM
venture to establish a domestic satellite system serving customers other than AT&T. The proposal called
for a change in the ownership of CML so that IBM
would have a 55 percent interest in CML and
COMSAT GE NERA! , a 45 percent interest.
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August 2, 1974-The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). the European Space Agency (ESA)
and the Government of Canada entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding to undertake a program, known as AEROSAT, for the purpose of testing
and evaluating the use of satellites for communications with aircraft flying the heavily-traveled transatlantic routes. It was contemplated that the FAA
would obain aeronautical satellite capacity from a
U.S. company participating in a joint venture with
ESA and the Government of Canada to provide the
space segment for the AEROSAT program.

September 5. 1974-In a stiff competition, COMSAT
GENERAL was selected by the European Space
Agency (ESA) and the Government of Canada as
the U.S. company to participate with ESA and the
Government of Canada in providing the space segment for the AEROSAT program. COMSAT GENERAL
and ESA were each to have it 47 percent ownership
interest in the space segment and the Government
of Canada. a six percent interest.

October 10 , 1974-COMSAT GENERAL acquired a
40 percent ownership interest in Intercontinental de
Comunicaciones por Satelite. S.A. (INTERCOM SA).

a Panamanian corporation which owns the earth
station for satellite communications at Utibe near
Panama City.

November 21 , 1974-The sixth INTELSAT iv satellite
was launched and placed in service on December 15
as the full-time communications satellite in the
Pacific Ocean region.
Among the major events carried around the world
on television by the global satellite system were the
George Foreman-Muhammad Ali boxing match from
Kinshasa, Zaire. and the victory of West Germany
in the World Cup Soccer finals. Coverage of the
World Cup set a new record for the amount of satellite transmission generated by a single event.

December 24, 1974-The INTELSAT Direct Communications Link (satellite "Hot Line") between Moscow and Washington, D.C. was activated using an
Atlantic region INTELSAT satellite to connect the
COMSAT-operated earth station at Etam, West
Virginia. and an earth station near Moscow.

39

February 10, 1975-The FCC rejected the joint
petition of COMSAT. COMSAT GENERAL, CML Satellite Corporation and IBM Corporation for the restructuring of CML as filed on July 15. 1974. but
concluded that COMSAT GENERAL. and IBM were not
disqualified as domestic satellite applicants and
offered several alternatives for their entry into the
domestic satellite field. One alternative, the so-called
"balanced C'ML ' option. contemplated the restructuring of CML to include COMSAT GENERAL, IBM
and at least one other participant with a minimum
interest of 10 percent, subject to certain conditions
specified by the FCC. COMSAT GENERAL and IBM
advised the FCC that they would seek to proceed
under the balanced CML option.

May 22, 1975-Following failure of the seventh
INTELSAT IV satellite to achieve a proper transfer
orbit due to a launch vehicle failure on February 20,
the eighth and final INTELSAT Iv satellite was
launched from Cape Canaveral and positioned over
the Indian Ocean. It replaced the INTELSAT IV
operating in that region since July 1972.

1975

June 28 , 1975-CorSAT completed ten years of
satellite communications service to the public
through its customers. the U.S. international communications common carrier companies. By that
time, there were 379 satellite pathways in the global
system providing full-time communications services
to 107 countries, territories and possessions. Along
those pathways flowed a major portion of all international communications and more than two-thirds
of all transoceanic communications.

July 15 , 1975-The nine-day Apollo-Soyuz mission
was beamed around the world by satellites of the
global system. More than one billion persons. one
out of every four on earth , were able to watch on
television, live via satellite , this historic first meeting
in outer space of U.S. and U. S.S.R. astronauts.

September 25, 1975-The first of the new 6,000circuit INTELSAT tv-A satellites was launched successfully from Cape Canaveral. It was not placed in
service as the Atlantic region Primary Path satellite
until February 1. 1976. however, because of the need
for extensive testing with earth stations of a new
technique, frequency reuse through spot beam separation. introduced by the INTEt.SAT IV-A series.

September 26, 1975-COMSAT GENERAL. IBM and
Aetna Life & Casualty signed a letter of agreement
to enter the domestic satellite business through a new
company to be formed in accordance with the "balanced CML" option offered by the FCC in February
1975.
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November 2, 1975-Second communications antennas were placed in operation at the Etam, West
Virginia, Earth Station on November 2 and at the
Andover, Maine, Earth Station on December 12. The
new antennas began to provide commercial service
in the Atlantic Ocean region early in 1976 when the
new INTELSAT IV-A satellites became operational.

December 4, 1975-The FCC issued a decision in
its long-pending initial investigation of COMSAT's
rates for global system services. The FCC disallowed
more than half of the Corporation's proposed rate
base by eliminating items that were designed to
enable it to recover the inevitable earnings shortfalls
of its early years of operation, and limited the Corporation's rate of return on the reduced rate base to
10.8 percent (which the FCC said may be increased
to 11.8 percent through operating efficiencies). The
FCC determined that COMSAT was entitled to an
1 1.3 percent rate of return on equity but that it was
unreasonable for the Corporation to maintain a debtfree capital structure. The FCC therefore imputed
to COMSAT a capital structure including 45 percent
debt at an interest cost of 10.2 percent to derive the
overall 10.8 percent rate of return.
On COMSAT's appeal of the FCC's decision, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit on October 14. 1977 affirmed the FCC's
decision in major respects but made rulings favorable to COMSAT on certain issues. Among other
things. the Court ruled that although the FCC may
impute 45 percent debt to COMSAT'S capital structure, it may not do so retroactively and must give
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COMSAT a reasonable opportunity to phase debt
into its capital structure over a period of years.
At the end of 1977 the Corporation was seeking
further judicial review of the FCC's rate decision.
Pending further judicial or administrative orders,
COMSAT pursuant to FCC order has been placing in
escrow, for possible refund in whole or in part to its
common carrier customers , revenues amounting to
the difference between its present charges for global
system services and charges calculated on the basis
of the lower rates required by the FCC's rate decision. In an action the Corporation is contesting, the
FCC in December 1977 ordered COMSAT to make
further additions to the escrow fund because
COMSAT was earning more than a 10. 8 percent
rate of return even under the lower rates required
by the FCC's rate decision.

December 15, 1975 -Satellite Business Systems
(SBS) was formed as a partnership by subsidiaries
of COStsvr CiiiNERAi., IBM and Aetna Life &
Casualty. On December 22. SBS asked the FCC for
authority to construct a unique all-digital domestic
satellite system principally serving large commercial,
industrial and governmental customers . Using satellites in the 12 and 14 gigahertz frequencies . rather
than the 4 and 6 gigahertz frequencies now used by
commercial satellites and terrestrial facilities. SBS's
system will permit customers with geographically
dispersed locations to combine voice, data and image
communications into a single, integrated, privateline, switched network through the use of small
antennas located on their own premises.

IPMOV

1976

"Today's launch of the world's first communications
satellite dedicated to maritime use represents a
significant step forward in bringing modern communications capabilities to our nation's naval and
commercial shipping interests.... It will surely result
in more efficient and economical shipping operations,
as well as savings in both lives and property....
I proudly applaud this new innovation in communications satellite technology."
GERALD R. FORD
February 19, 1976
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January 29 , 1976-The second INTELSAT tv-A was
launched and placed in service on April 1 as the
Major Path satellite in the Atlantic Ocean region.
The replacement of the INTELSAT Iv's by the two
new INTELSAT tv-A satellites nearly doubled satellite
capacity in the Atlantic Ocean region to about
12,000 telephone circuits plus television.

February 19, 1976-The first maritime communications (MARISAT) satellite was launched from Cape
Canaveral and stationed over the Atlantic Ocean.
It began to provide service to the U.S. Navy on
March 25 and to other customers on July 9. This
satellite represented the most significant advance in
maritime communications since the invention of the
Marconi wireless at the turn of the century.
A second MARISAT satellite was launched on
June 9 for service in the Pacific Ocean region. It
began to provide service to the Navy on June 28 and
to other customers on August 15.

I

May 13 , 1976-The first of COMSAT GENERAL'S
three COMSTAR satellites, whose capacity is being
leased to AT&T for U.S. domestic satellite communications, was launched and made available on
June 19 to AT&T. This satellite is the first U.S.
domestic satellite to be used for long distance mesage telephone toll services.
The second of the three COMSTAR satellites was
launched on July 22 and placed in service on
September 9. The satellites are being used by AT&T.
and by GTE which has a subleasing arrangement
with AT&T.

June 15, 1976-Co-oSAT announced that the centimeter wave beacons constructed by COMSAT Laboratories and installed on the first COMSTAR satellite for
communications tests in the 19 and 28 gigahertz
frequency hands were performing satisfactorily.
It is expected that communications in those frequencies will be as commonplace in the 1990's as
transmissions in the 12 and 14 gigahertz frequencies
will be in the early 1980's to relieve communications
congestion in the presently-used 4 and 6 gigahertz
frequencies.

July 4, 1976-A small (six-foot) portable antenna,
erected in Yellowstone National Park by COMSAT
Laboratories, was used to telecast via satellite the
Fourth of July activities in Yellowstone National
Park, including the Old Faithful geyser. as a part of
NBC's "Glorious Fourth" television special commemorating the U.S. bicentennial.
Television transmissions via satellite from the 21st
Olympiad held in Montreal July 17 to August 1
totaled 2,585 half-channel hours, a new record for
global coverage of a single event.

September 3, 1976-Two international agreements
for the formation of an International Maritime Satellite Organization (INMARSAT) were opened for
signature. Patterned somewhat along the lines of
INTELSAT, INMARSAT would establish and operate
the space segment of an international maritime communications satellite system. The agreements will
enter into force if countries representing 95 percent
of the initially prescribed investment shares have
acceded to them by September 2, 1979. Currently,
U.S. participation awaits enabling legislation from
the Congress and the designation of a U.S. participant from the private sector.
Meanwhile, COMSAT GENERAL has been considering various alternatives for continuing maritime
satellite services in the period between the time the
present MARISAT satellites are no longer able to provide service (sometime after 1981) and the establishment of the proposed INMARSAT system (mid
1980's).
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September 11, 1976 -The U.S. Navy amended its
contract with the MARISAT partners to include service in the Indian Ocean region beginning January 1,
1977. A third MARISAT satellite was launched on
October 14 to provide this service.

September 21, 1976 -A contract was awarded to
the Ford Aerospace and Communications Corporation for the construction of seven INTELSAT v satellites, each with a capacity for providing 12.000
simultaneous telephone calls plus television, or
double the capacity of an INTELSAT IV-A satellite.
In addition to incorporating both spot beam separation and cross polarization frequency reuse techniques, the new satellites will operate in the higher
I I and 14 gigahertz frequencies as well as in the
conventional 4 and 6 gigahertz frequencies.

December 9 , 1976- In a demonstration for European newspaper publishers, the front page of The
Washington Post was transmitted in facsimile form
on a single satellite circuit from the Etam, West
Virginia, Earth Station to the Rome office of
Corriere delta Sera, a Milan newspaper, at a rate of
50 kilobits per second or a transmission time of
about five minutes. In a similar demonstration on
October 17. 1969, the front page of The Times of
London was transmitted from London to San Juan,
Puerto Rico, at the same speed, but 12 satellite
circuits were then required for the transmission.

December 31, 1976-COMSAT GENERAL was continuing to provide technical and operational services
to telecommunications entities in several countries.
This program encompasses a broad range of management and engineering services to assist countries
in all phases of telecommunications planning, construction and operation. Forty of the more than 85
countries with earth stations have used these services
which were initiated by COMSAT in 1966 and taken
over by COMSAT GENERAL after its formation in
1973,
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January 1, 1977-The MARISAT joint venture
initiated service to the U.S. Navy in the Indian Ocean
region and thereby began providing maritime satellite service for the first time on a global basis.

January 1, 1977 -Santiago Astrain. Secretary
General of INrELSAT since September 1, 1973.
assumed office as the first Director General of
INTF I SAT. His appointment had been confirmed by
the INTELSAI Assembly of Parties (governments)
meeting in Nairobi in September 1976.

January 19, 1977-CO\1sAT placed into service
between the U.S. and Spain the first overseas highspeed 56 kilobits-per-second data satellite circuit.
to serve a NASA tracking station. Within a month
the FCC authorized COMSAT to extend to the
Atlantic Ocean region its DIGISAT (low/mediumspeed 2.4, 4.8 and 9.6 kilobits-per-second) services
which COMSAT previously had been providing only
between the mainland and Hawaii.

January 20. 1977-Jimmy Carter was inaugurated
as the thirty-ninth President of the United States.
The inaugural ceremonies. his appearance before the
United Nations in March and his meetings with
heads of state during the year were viewed widely
on television by satellite.
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February 8, 1977 -The FCC authorized SBS to
construct and operate facilities to provide its proposed domestic satellite services subject to various
terms and conditions. The FCC concluded that the
SBS system, on balance , would strengthen competition in the domestic satellite field and serve the
public interest . Although judicial review of the FCC's
authorization began, preparations for the SBS
system proceeded . Late in the year, SBS awarded a
contract to Hughes Aircraft Company for the manufacture of three satellites , one of which is to be an
on-the-ground spare, for use beginning in 1981 when
the SBS system is scheduled to become operational.

February 15, 1977 -COMSAT GENERAL, the European Space Agency ( ESA) and the Government
of Canada awarded a contract to General Electric
Company for the construction of two satellites
for the AEROSAT program , subject to the negotiation
of a satisfactory agreement between COMSAT
GENERAL and the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) for the FAA's use Of COMSAT GENERAL'S
share of the satellite capacity in the program.

April 9, 1977-As part of the first phase of its preoperational domestic satellite program. SBS initiated
traffic tests between its small earth stations located
at Poughkeepsie, New York, and Los Gatos, California. In December 1977, SBS began construction
of a third earth station, in Research Triangle Park
near Raleigh, North Carolina, in preparation for the
second phase of the pre-operational program scheduled to begin in 1978.
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May 26 , 1977-The third of the INTELSAT IV-A
satellites was launched successfully and placed in
service on August I as the second Major Path
satellite in the Atlantic Ocean region. This satellite
increased the satellite capacity available for communications service in the region to 18,000 circuits
plus television.

July 24, 1977-CoSSAT Laboratories airlifted its
small ( four-foot) transportable earth station to
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, to provide an invaluable
emergency communications service via satellite
during American Red Cross flood disaster relief
operations in that area.

July 27 , 1977-The MARISAT joint venture announced that the U.S. Navy had extended its service
agreement for the use of the MARISAT satellites operating in the Atlantic. Pacific and Indian Ocean
regions for a period of five years ending in 1981.

August 1 , 1977-The partners in Satellite Business
Systems. the subsidiaries of COMSAT GENERAL. IBM
and Aetna Life & Casualty, exchanged notices of
their intention to proceed with the SBS venture,
and the Aetna subsidiary began its financial participation in the partnership. The partners also announced their intention to increase their respective
financial commitments to SBS from $55 million
to $75 million, for a total of $225 million.

August 1 , 1977 ---The MARISAT joint venture announced that an agreement in principle had been
reached with the Japanese communications carrier,
Kokusai Denshin Denwa, Co., Ltd. (KDD), under
which KDD would construct a shore station at
Yamaguchi, Japan. to provide maritime communications services to the commercial shipping and
offshore industries through the Indian Ocean
MARISAT satellite, beginning in mid-1978. This
service would make commercial maritime satellite
communications available worldwide for the first
time.

August 1, 1977-Citing action in the Congress
limiting fiscal 1978 funds for the AEROSAT program
to S1 million for a feasibility study. the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) cancelled the
Request For Proposal which had been issued to
COMSAT GENERAL. in connection with the FAA's
proposed use of COMSAT GENERAL'S share of the
AEROSAT satellite capacity. A good deal of work had
been done and considerable costs had been incurred
in reliance on the intergovernmental arrangements
for AEROSAT, and COMSAT regretted that the momentum toward the establishment of an aeronautical
satellite capability had been lost.
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September 29, 1977-After the successful launch of
the first three INTELSAT IV- A satellites , the launch
of the fourth satellite in the series ended in failure
because of a malfunction in the Atlas-Centaur
launch vehicle. This satellite was the first of two IV-As
planned for operation in the Indian Ocean region
where the demand for satellite service is growing
most rapidly. The cause of the launch vehicle malfunction having been identified, the launch of the
next IV-A was scheduled for January 1978.

October 28 , 1977-COMSAT GENERAL , the U.S.
Geological Survey and Telesat Canada initiated a
joint developmental program to demonstrate the
collection of environmental data via satellite from
remote areas . This program represents the first use
of present -day commercial satellite communications
technology to improve the management of earth
resources.

November 7, 1977-As coordinator of Project
Prelude. SBS began experimental transmissions in
the 12 and 14 gigahertz frequencies between Rockwell International's facilities in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Seal Beach. California. using capacity
in the Communications Technology Satellite and
two small transportable earth stations developed by
COMSAT Laboratories. Experiments were later conducted between pairs of facilities owned by Texaco
and Montgomery Ward. A principal objective of
the experiments was to evaluate the potential
benefits of satellite communications and advanced
business equipment for meeting intra-company
communications requirements of the future.
November 11, 1977-CoMSAT initiated a tender
offer to its shareholders to purchase shares of its
Common Stock at $37 per share . Pursuant to the
offer , COMSAT purchased 2,000,000 of the
10,000 , 014 shares outstanding . The Board of
Directors had determined that the purchase would
be an appropriate use of cash in light of the Corporation 's projected cash flow in relation to its
anticipated cash requirements . In addition to having
a favorable effect on earnings per share and book
value per share . the purchase made shares available
to the Corporation for use in any possible future
acquisitions . The purchase was a preliminary step
toward a later restructuring of COMSAT's capital to
include a substantial amount of debt, consistent with
the FCC' s position that for ratemaking purposes the
FCC will assume the inclusion of a substantial percentage of debt in COMSAT 's capital structure.

December 31, 1977-As COMSAT's fifteenth anniversary approached, there were more than 550
satellite pathways in the global system through which
full-time communications services were being provided to about 120 countries, territories and possessions. COMSAT's satellite services were putting the
U.S. in communication with nearly 100 of them.
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"An 'artificial satellite' at the correct distance
from the Earth would make one revolution every
24 hrs.: i.e., it would remain stationary above the
same spot and would he within optical range of
nearly half the Earth's surface. Three repeater stations. / 20 degrees apart in the correct orbit, could
give television and microwave coverage to the
entire planet."
ARTHUR C. CLARKE
Wireless World
February 1945
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ARTHUR C. CLARKE

Arthur C. Clarke, the British -born .science-fiction
writer and author of numerous books on space and
undersea exploration , has been called the "godfather" of satellite comm u nications . As early as
1945, he proposed placing satellites in synchronous
orbit to relay communications around the globe. He
calculated that three satellites positioned to keep
pace with the earth 's rotation would be able to provide world coverage. Mr. Clarke's vision became a
reality 24 years later when INTEI.SA 'r satellites over
the Atlantic. Pacific and Indian Oceans formed a
fully global satellite system . In the following essay
(from THE VIEw FROM SERENDIP , 1977), Mr.
Clarke again looks ahead to speculate on the future
impact of satellite communications.
Whenever I peer into my cloudy crystal ball and
try to visualise the future of communications satellites, I remember an incident that occurred in England almost a hundred years ago.
The very alarming news had just been received
from the United States that a certain Mr. Bell had
invented the telephone. This, of course, was very
disturbing. So, as we British do in an emergency. we
called a parliamentary commission. It listened to the
evidence of expert witnesses, who gave the reassuring
news that nothing further would be heard of this
impractical Yankee invention.
Among the witnesses called was the chief engineer
of the British Post Office. Someone on the commission said to him: "We understand that the Americans
have invented a machine that can transmit human
speech. Do you think that this-telephone-will be
of any use in Great Britain'?" The chief engineer
thereupon replied: "No, sir. The Americans have
need of the telephone, but we do not. We have plenty
of messenger boys."

This very able man totally failed to see the possibilities of the telephone. and who can blame him'?
Could anyone, back in 1880, have imagined that the
time would come when every home would have a
telephone, and business and social life would depend
upon it almost completely?
I submit ... that the eventual impact of the communications satellite upon the whole human race will
be at least as great as that of the telephone upon the
so-called developed societies. In fact, as far as real
communications are concerned, there are as yet no
developed societies: we are all in the semaphore and
smoke-signal stage. And we are now about to witness
an interesting situation in which many countriesparticularly in Asia and Africa-are going to leapfrog a whole era of communications technology and
go straight into the Space Age. They will never know
the vast networks of cables and microwave links that
this continent has built up at such enormous cost....
I believe that communications satellites can unite
mankind. Let me remind you that this great country
was virtually created a hundred years ago by two
inventions. Without them, the United States was
impossible: with them, it was inevitable. Those
inventions were, of course, the railroad and the
electric telegraph.
Today we are seeing. on a global scale, an almost
exact parallel to that situation. What the railroads
and the telegraphs did here a century ago, the jets
and the communication satellite are doing now to all
the world....
For thousands of years, men have sought their
future in the starry sky. Now this old superstition has
at last conic true, for our destinies do indeed depend
on celestial bodies-those that we have created
ourselves.
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